f"take cue from

- News-Press Staff Writer - e

“know. You work for the Na-

'»mouse skunk and bat.”

fit, Ehorn ‘is. more like a troop"

7' Mam'moth‘?sf-v'-

News-Press Staff Writer

‘Paula boy and his friend were
_exploring a’ creekside arroyo
~on Santa Cruz Island when
:they\ found a 20 OOO-year-old
- mammoth tusk. '

‘,moth tusk ever found on the is- -

" imperial. mammoth, a “missing

‘um located’ near the. Mission -
front door, has long been the

finds in the Channel Islands.

spmted chnef

: By Hillary Hauser -

: “OK troops, what ‘are the
‘four mammals found on the is-
lands?”

‘William Ehorn, supermteno-
ent of the Channel Islands Na-

tional Park, stands at the helm
of the boat that takes him, two *

rangers and & sc1entlst to Ana-
capa. and Santa Barbara is-

lands — and he waits for an- B
" swers. :

There are some guesses
some right and some wrong.

“You guys all flunk,” Ehorn
barks. “You’re supposed to

tronal Park  Service. T'll tell
you —. the island’ fox, f“leld

The boat roars on, over the', ‘8

clear blue sea. The qulzzmg is B
- all in fun, because that's the e
~wayl Ehorn works. L

Two main pomts

“OK what are the two major
plans- for .the management of
the park‘?” he asks next.
Some more answers drnbble
in. :

“One-~ to preserve and. pro-

_tect. Two, to. provide for the
_ enjoyment of the people.” -

‘Some birds fly overhead.

Charles Drost, a scientist.

studying the island night liz--

ard on Santa Barbara, San
Nicolas' and San Clemente is-.
lands, looks up spiesthe birds. }
“They’re = western grebes ‘
Drost says. :
Ehorn is satlsﬁed Wb

. Like troop leader .-

Wearmg a Smokey Bear OUL-

leader to ‘his.rangers: than<a.

boss, and many of:them com- *

ment on how much fun 1t is to
work for him. - . .
‘He speaks in-a usual yell'
and-his enthusiasm for the IS-
lands is contaglous T
“I came here from Omaha )
! Nebraska,”. Ehorn said. “That

‘was the worst assngnment of
. mycareer.” .

And ‘the Channel Islands —[
‘where he was assigned in 1974
— may be one of the best. . -

.“This was a totally new ex-
perience for me,” Ehorn said.

“I'd. always worked in moun- '
tains — skiing, hlklng — and

then I came. here. 1 was
vioverwhelmed — islands and
- oceans.  The first thing I

‘learned to do was scuba dxve

tusk found
by two boys_‘

By Hillary Hauser ’

In 1984 ‘a 13-year-old Santa

-The. fossﬂ the ﬁrst mam-

land, was taken to the Museum’
of Natural History in Santa
Barbara, which determined
that the tusk was from a small

link” between the
and dwarf mammoth

The Natural Hlstory Muse- ;

1mperlal, ,

and sporting an - enormous -
blue whale skeleton outside its -

reposxtory for 1mportant ar-
chaeologxcal and biological

‘It has also amassed a collec- ‘

. tionof island research.

Reflecting on the Natlonal-

" Park Service’s new role as sci-
entific steward of the islands, .
Dennis Power, director of the "
-museum, said he is pleased
. with how the Park Servlce is-
handling the job.

“We worked a lot on San Ml-
guel before and. after the Na-
tional Park Service became in-
volved,” Power said. “It’s more
tight now than it was then. We -

wanted San Miguel to remain .

“rll tell you,’7 Ehorn offers s

“Service

Omabha.. . L
. In 1974 Ehorn was made su-
:permtendent of the Channel:
-Islands, Natlonal Monument, .
. established in 1938 to include
Anacapa and’ Santa Barbara is-

B Knows his turf

- Since taklng over hlS ‘post, -
.Ehorn has - educated himself .
“about’ many aspects of the is-
_scientific; political
and otherWISe — and he takes

‘ ‘lands .=

«‘now :
:He. also sa1d the federal ‘
agency ‘has removed some
~pressure. from the museum;
-since Park -Service ‘scientists

"sz!ham Ehorn with oars supermtendent of
: Channel Islands Natlonal Park prepares to

'Then I Iearned the S1gn1f1-
“cance of the islands.”
‘ Began at Lassen
| “What .are all those little

birds, Charles?” Ehorn asks.

Born - and raised in Red

Bluff, Ehorn said-he ﬁrst went-

to work for the National Park
in- Lassen

mer. -

‘After pursumg studles m“
park management at Cal Statej'
- ‘Sacramento, he took a full- -
time ranger job m Lassen.- In-;

“ranger of the giant. forest\ at
~Sequoia Kings- Canyon =

HIS first superlntendent jOb ‘

‘came-in 1970, at Cedar Breaks

‘National Monument -in Utah,:.
and in 1972, he was made pro- -
gram ofﬁcer in the Park Se.r-,;»
: ln‘:f,

vice’s reglonal offrce

lands.

a hands -on approach to his ad-

Denms Power, dlrector of the Museum of
Natural Hlstory, stands in front of part of the

prlstme "The Park Serv1ce o

made it so pristine that we
have to follow thelr _orders.

are now working on the is-

lands some ofthem full trme .

Volcanic.
‘National Park in 1958, working
as: a ranger durmg the sum- -

: mzmstermg duties. -

His admirers pralse “his dl- :
rect, often blustery ways, while

hxs eritics” (which ““include

many - commercial fishermen)”
say- he is turning the islands -

Yosemite..

“But Ehom is adamant about
E the- Park Service mandate to -
- protect the islands, and says

“.into anotherlYellowstone .or. f :

take longtlme lslands landowner Pler Ghen- ,
m Jr. ashore at Santa Cruz Island

out of Vandenberg, he called

such a meeting to consider the -
effects: of the resultant ‘sonic
boom on San M1guel s cahche '

forest, pmmped and blrd po-.
pulatlons
* There’s-not much that shps

-by Ehorn, and he runs fast to

this philosophy. takes preced-, t

ence over pubhc access.

“We: have learned from al]k

the mistakes, made. An “Yellow

:stone and: “‘Yosemite,” he said.”
- “We didn’t: haveﬁ-the _people - -
~ and concerns then that we do’

~now. We .now have: science, :
andy’

- we're careful and thorough ”
“Dudlyea plant . o

He gets exc1ted when “he -
_hears about more  pelicans -

we’re - doing . research

being -born on:west Anacapa

“and when he hears-a scientist

has: ‘discovered another Dud-

scientists, - government offi-

cials and university research-
‘ers. when an ecologxcal ques-
tion arises. :

- of'the Santa Monica Mountains

keep up with everything that .

happens ' in his 125,000-acre
domain. In fact, lie begins each

“morning thh a multl-m]le jog.-

‘Two sons

" His wife of four years Nan-; 3

‘¢y; is assistant superintendent

N atlonal Recreation Area, and,

5 ,hls two sons by:a former mar-

‘riage are. also Park Serv1ce
uemployees :

- Son: Randy, 23 works for Is=-

> land Packers the charterboat

‘concession - opérating . out of -

- Ventura, and Billy, 21, is a stu-» :
- dent at

UCSB who will work

~for the YeIlowstone conces-

. lyea plant on Santa Barbara Is-
- land, where rabbits once nib-
~ bled them into near extinction.

He has called meetmgs with -

When he 1earned that a’

o ,space shuttle w111 be launched )

Island provides a ‘missing /m‘

SlOI’l in summer

. "When he has three days off
from his duties, Ehorn goes to
-an'80-acre forested homestead -
‘and cabin west of Red Bluff,
which has been in h1s famlly
- since 1913. At

““There are two ponds full of

trout, apple trees, a.lot of deer
- and bear

-Ehorn said. “It’s-
like my own httle natlonal
park.”’” e

7

: Museum scrent1sts contrlb-
- uting significantly to the body
of knowledge about the islands
~include Erich Hochberg, an in-
-and

vertebrate biologist,

Ralph Philbrick, a botanist.

: News-Pressphoto byLEN WOOD .

chsplay on. the Channel lslands greetmg vnsn-’{’xz
tors at the museum. :

vertebrate blologf at the muse- ‘;
“um, has extensively studled o

the birds of Santa Cruz.

The plant and animal biolo- ’
- gy of the

islands ‘is. like

‘nowhere elseon  éarth, be-

Also, - Charles- Woodhouse -

has documented the marine

mammals of the area, and Paul -
- Collins,  associate curator of -

“cause the separation of the is-
lands from the mainland has

7 encouraged the evolutlon of’

See Page C-2 Col 3

" News Pr 5SS photo by STEVE MALON L
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islands
-mouse, -which occurs on all.
~eight islands, ‘and the Santa
‘Cruz Island scrub jay.

The 1slands ‘have been im-
‘portant-
' storehouses too. :
a. full- tlme
researcher w1th the museumg‘v
“before his retirement in 1969,

MuseUm houses h/sto”. of /slands*

Contmued from Page C-1

; dlstmct life forms. . i
' Notable are the 1sland fox,
thought to be a smaller version

of the mainland gray fox.

-. The spotted skunk of Santa -
Rosa .and" Santa Cruz: has a’ /-
broader face and shorter .tail
thanits mainland counterpart ,

" Eight species of bats hve on

"the islands, and " the island"
; ‘mght lizard, a threatened spe-
~cies, lives on Santa Barbara,

San ‘Nicolas and San

- Clemente.

Other speexes umque to the
include .the deer

archaeologxcal

"Phil’ Orr,’

conducted archaeologlcal dlgs

-on Santa Rosa and pubhshed a ek
" book onhis findings. = 7
- Human bones dlscovered on- -
Santa Rosa were dated at '
‘11 OOOyears AR .
The museum has also been i
" . an important research center
for the Chumash Indian cul-
. ture. John Johnson, a scholar -
- of the Chumash, has replaced”
Travis Hudson, who died in -
1985 and contmues in the mu- -
-seum’s- efforts to' understand
the Chumash soc1ety on the is-

lands.-

an. .

Two rephcas ofa “tomol ”'or 3
- Chumash canoe, are at the mu-
~seum today. Peter ‘Howorth, a-

- local island and marine mam-~
. mal expert, built a canoe that
~was transferred from the coun-
ty Courthouse to the museum
_-in 1986. The other replica was
~ built in 1915 by Fernando Li- -
brado, a local Chumash Indx- -

In the year the Nattona]

Park Service took the reigns of

‘the Channel Islands, museum
‘'scientists prepared a biologi-
~ cal survey of the islands for
-‘the federal agency. ML

“That study was a completef~~
; overvxew of island conditions
‘and was" essentlally an envi-
ronmental 1mpact statement 'y
‘Power said. ;

‘Much: of the

fornia Islands,” in 1980.
The museum will hold simi-

‘lar symposium in 1987 Power
- said. '

“This is ] how we can contnb-
ute to fostering research on

" the islands,” Powersaid.

Power sald he. 1s pleasedA '
w1th how the Park Service is™
handling scientific matters on’

* the island. The eradlcatlon of -

burros from San Miguel was an:.
tmportant step,” and ridding -
Santa Barbara Island. of rab-::

* bits was. a good step, too, he-‘
. added :

“It should have been done -

'mfomatmn“ " earlier,” Power said. “Because "

- turned- over -to . the federal -
- agency was also the outgrowth -
of a symposium. focusing on ' *
~scientific research on the Cali-
fornia islands, which was host-
. ed by the museum in 1978. The- -
results of this ‘meeting were
" published in a book, “The Cali-

of the rabbits, we lost the song

. sparrow and house finch t‘rom’; :
"~ Santa Barbara Island M B

The museum will maintain -~

*_its involvement with the Chan—" '

nel Islands, Power said. -
“They are hke a shmmg star s

~ because the area is so interest-
~. ing, so-unique, worldwme "he..
~ said. “You can talk about the _

country, the coastal shelf, but"
_ when you talk about the Chan- .

nel Islands, ‘everyone bright-'" |
- ens. up. They are special — -
there is nothing like them.” 1
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