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By Hmary Hauser‘

, Ghemm Jr.:

like a blacksmlth if he had a

Pete said.

Boyhood summers for Pete,;
“and Joh ‘Gherini meant a. lot v
‘of hard, sv Sod

Santa Cruz .Spectacwarl

' At Scorplo ' Anchorage on Santa Cruz, Joh Gherini waits for

fnends to join 'mm on the lsland ere: ent much of his

For Sale An zsland contain-
ing about 60,000 acres- of: land, -
- well watered and abounding in- . -

small valleys: of the best pastu- .
~rage for sheep.- -There are no -~

wild animals - on it that would -
- interfere with livestock. There is

- a good harbor and. safe ancho-~
rage ;.
: Dally Alta Callfornla, May 25
o 1858 :

News-Press Staff Writer ‘. i

At the east end of Santa Cruz :
'Island John Gherini and Pier
were walking
-around old bulldlngs at Scor- -
‘pion Anchorage, - when they -
‘came upon the old blacksmxth

shop. - ~
It was a warm day, “and

“Pete” (as Pier is- called by

friends) - took - off his shirt.
Someone said he would look

little sweat on his chest
“T" left: lt here years ago

Thrrd m a senes of amcles
on_ life ‘on" ihe Channel Is-
1lands

Lraldl Iyou’\d want to do was geti in
. the ocean,” John Ghen ‘sai

‘young ones —

g Although Santa Cruz is the ;
_.most idyllic of the’ Channel Is-- -
. lands — with'its' green ‘interior
S valley, ; ar
" ocean caves; protected ancho.
rages and Dev11 s Peak tower-f( :
ing over all — the main busi-
ness of the east ‘end ‘had al- :
" nia”. trumpeting the fact that -

-no wild animals on:the. island -
_'would mterfere with:- sheep’ o
o ralslng ‘

“hills; azture.:coves;

‘ways been sheep ranchmg

And sheep ranchers’

dlps in the deep blue Pacific.

< now- conSIdered ‘more. of - a:
. problem than a business. Atti :
“tudes have changed since May .
~25,:1858 — when the island’s

‘ﬁowners ‘placed -an’ advertise-

don’t often"get to
go for exp]oratory hikes, plcn{ ‘
‘ics on the beach, or af‘ternoon» :

‘For: boys 8 and. 10 years old,
‘the: dea of spendmg summers

n 1869 for ‘a.sheep. busmess.

“and had passed that busmess
‘-down tothem: =~ :

‘Sheep on Santa Cruz’ are{'

ment in “Daily Alta’ Califor-

Today, the 2000 sheep left

“on the Gherini end of Santa

Cruz-and the 1,000 left on the:

‘Stanton/Nature Consewagc.
]

id g

‘thing he did was’ build ranch’

ranchmg enterpnse

conﬁrms his choice of. 81tes f'ort;‘ :
* the main‘ranch facility.” =

~¢:leys thatstretch: along much of, ;
~.the. 24-mile length of the :is-
';land»,’,At -the-east end of.a val-
‘ley’ acce351ble from Prlsoners
’Harbor Caire built h1sv1llage -

klhouse (praised by rare visitors

: gstab]es a -winery (Santa: Cruzj;;,f,
“Island vmtners produced some -

.. -prize-winners-in. thelr day) a

¢ bakeryand.a chapel S

; f,w1th ornate iron’ balustradesr e
and French ornamentatlons

bought the 1sland the ﬁrsta,

facilities to launch his’ sheep-. 5

An’aerial view of Santa: Cr'uz o

“Theisland has interior val

It -included’ a~ main’ ranch "

'felegant) bunkhouses e

- All? of the structures some




_Santa ‘B!‘arb'a’ra',‘ éarir.;‘Néws;Press;"r&éédéy;ihbgbsr 19, ‘1683 S

{° ings; visible from the sea, are . -
;_thlck—walled adobes, also built”
in an archltectural style typi- -
‘1~ cal of Calres French alpme’
“ youth, - '

After - hxs death

. Barbarg, practiced law in San- -~
~ta: Barbara for more than 40
_years. . i o
 PierSr. and his w1fe the for- o
“-mer - Margaret Whelan had -
~four: children. — Pete John
. Tom and Elena ‘
3 There -was plenty’ to do —
3 1ound ups
- construction and the mamte-fi :
L nance of island, .equipment.”

For Pete, John and Tom, the;(:( lives in a comfortable, non-.

* shearing,

1 ’maln job was sacking wool..

ey

: climb -
- slung from the derricks, posi- .
~ tioning themselves at the bot- .
“‘toms.of the sacks. As the wool
was stuffed through the top, -
they  would - pull:
: around them, stomplng on the )
-wool to pack 1t FE

Shlpped across channel

. The sacks, ‘welghmgBOO to:
‘350 pounds; would . then be"
- sewn and.stacked for shlpment o
-_across the channel. :
- During shearing season, the“
~“Gherini boys packed wool all -~
** day. Since summers on Santa -
- Cruz Island are warm, the job
: goften ‘was' a hot and sweaty;fi
j;'one ‘ k
B On the recent day Pete and. -
John Tevisited their stomping
¢ grounds, they were accompa- -
-~ 'nied by Channel Islands Na- L
o Park. Supermtendent S
. William "Ehorn,
- friend, Blll Peeples, and one of

-~ tional -

.~ Outside a rustic barn at'.;i,
-.Scorpion: Anchorage
“'looked at a six-foot derrlck.{,,ﬁ,
1 and recalled what thls JOb en-" .
i talled - G

, " To pack the fleece ot‘ newly;_’? ;
sheared sheep, the boys had to .

inside _six-foot. sacks___ erged intact. The bunkhouse is

- used by hunters comlng tothe”

a- family

§ ,trred bush: scooter, Owens was
“eager to show the visitors what - -
‘he had: accompllshed in:-the. =
",old 1sland bulldmgs : S

?:':'demg athree-:
‘wheel, thzck—tzred
'j,bush scooter, Owens

a_lawyer " 9pgs eager to show

S the visitors what he =
“had accomplzshed 'm
theold zsland i

buzldmgs

Ehorn s new park rangers Cm- L

dy Nlelsen s

“The’ group planned to hrke Ll
from _Scorpion- Anchorage to. -
‘Smugglers . Cove, located on. -
“the opposrte s1de of San Pedro'_ e
Point. - S
-The: hlke ‘which- w1ll be of-"
“fered to island visitors" once -
the ‘east end of Santa Cruz is
~+ acquired by the Park Servrce,,‘!
- follows a five-mile dirtroad. - -
1 in 1897 e

- Caire’s descendents continued
= the sheep ranchmg operatlonsf
© — but mostly in their spare
‘time and with hired ‘managers.
{ Most of the Gherinis were and'

. are, lawyers. -

- .The Gherinis came 1nto the.,-'
y_Calre family — and the island™
" — when: Calres granddaugh-
V'ter Maria Rossi (her mother
- was Amelia Carre) marrled'*

“Amibrose - Gherini, -

- from San Francrsco
" Four children L
~  Ambrose and Maria had four} e
-children — Pier (Sr.), Francis,”
~ Marie: “Dini” and Ilda. ‘Pier. -
- Gherini Sr., now '74 and living
in the’ famlly ‘home in Santa

Rldmg a three-wheel thlck-

fence -

: electrlc,
“John . -
* his w1fe, DOI‘!S o
- The floor of the bunkhouse;—f
B ‘was spotless, and Owens. was
-happy. that the hearth under :
_neath the pot—belly stove —a
- huge saw blade — had em- .

‘Guldes lead hikes

Day visitors: commg to the 1s-
: land aboard an Island Packers -

i approxzmately 2 000
“animals: left on thezr s
‘ property g

it-"down -

inis;-

Leadmg them

island for expedxtrons

s boat are led on hikes. through .

" ‘Scorpion ‘Valley by- guides,” .-
- while Jaret Owens takes hunt- .

‘ers into the hills from’ Smug— B
- glers, where they camp. - ‘
A group of Canadian archers :
"+ had: been “on the ‘island for
‘three days, the: elder Owens. -
said. That morning, one of the -~

l'lv'program conducted through -

an agreement with ‘the.Gher-
‘is<the chief method: of;fl
sheep- population control on
- thé‘island’s east end.: :

“Although the ‘_G'her'inis

. ceased their ranching ‘opera-:
' trons in. 1984 there are’ ap-

" sheep left on the Stanton/Na-
- ture Conservancy side of the
- island. - About . 20, 000 . sheep et
were kllled by the Nature Con- :

fo - with.'their. own hunting_and .
v1srt1ng programs Day.visitors ;
~get to the Gherini-part of Santa:

- ~ Owens ushered Pete and John
._Gherini into‘a two-story adobe
j,bulldmg ‘behind’ - the. bunk-

_house. Standing in the kitchen/ -

. thick walls of the building and .
msxde the -
Qj""Scorpron Anchorage bunk-
‘house, built in 1917, Owens
-said ‘he: had recently cleared. -
‘the ﬂoor of mud — a result of
~the heavy rains of winter. . g ;
At Scorplon Anchorage,“;jl .
Ehorn and-the Gherinis were
‘met by Duane. Owens, who -
‘with his son, Jaret, operates a ..

~hunt club on the island. Owens iy entrance to the Channel

~Islands National Park..

- ture.
- To become museum

- ‘become . a museum when the -
Park Servrce takes ‘over the .

propane-powered”

house in: Scorpron Valley w1th»_ ~ ‘toward. Scorplon Valley, the

. Gherinis passed the old meat
2 house now full of saddles In' "

*Although the

- Gherinis ceased

- their ranchmg

e operatzons m 1984
there are . :

the blacksmlth shop, they sur--
veyed the old equlpment used ‘
= to shoe lsland horses.: 8

- warestore,” Joh i
::?had to. 1mprov1se

“ mounds of rocks’ scattered
~over the landscape looked like
military bunkers that had fall- o
-en intorubble...: .0 ~

| _.San ”ia Cruz lsland"a Worker sparadlse

, Contmued from Page A-1~ .
by boaters saxlmg around the*

island.: ’ L
At the east end of the lsland =

" Caire built ‘sheep stations at
Scorpion - Anchorage . and -
~ Smugglers Cove. These build-

proxxmately 2 000 ammals left

on their property
.. There are an estxmated 1, 000

- servancy after it entered a
‘purchase agreement w1th -
- Stantonin1978. S
 The National Park Servxce ol
- which ‘will eventually:acquire °
-+ the Gherini property, has'rec-.
: ommended the removal of the -
- sheep to - protect the . 1sland L
""from overgrazing.. : .

- But there has: been‘ a sxx—"

L ;.;year delay in the National =
.. Park:Service appropriation of.
theland, and the Gherinis are, -

.in the: meantlme, proceedmg -

“At _the- Scorplon complex

dining hall, John ‘slapped -the

“Ehorn said the adobe will

Gherini property ~Scorpion .

' Anchorage, in fact, will be the- |

~Continuing up . the ‘path >

~ “There was no_local hard-

Further -up-+ the- roadr

-

~.The stones, once spread over.
the fields,- . were  piled into

f : /ca_irnsby,Italian?workers, John

th" elds 50 that grasses such as: }

oat, barley and hay could grow.

. John pomted to Montarion, af'.,,.' ;
-1,770-foot’ mountain - barrler\vf R
.separatlng the Gherini ‘east |

fﬁsectron of the island.

10 different sheep pastures. -
“ The sheep, he said, had to'be |
~‘rotated from field to field, and |-
-during shearing season, they ‘|
":were herded. down to Scorpron b

‘Anchorage. = B

;Cove, ‘a white ﬁxed-wmg air- -
‘plane was revving: its engines,
:for takeoff. Two archers had |
‘just deplaned and were chmb- =B
:ing up the hill. : -

- “.Cruz:through Island: Packers"'; Offerlnga "de
“1;' in Ventura : '

- ’grove ‘of olive-trees that leads. -}
~to Smugglers ‘Ehorn roared up -
‘the:path on -a four-wheel trail |
‘bike. Swift ‘on _his feet on. the . |
_-.trail, he had. already been to -}
:;Smugglers and was back to of- .
fer: anyone a rlde down the

 talked of his great-great grand- hill.

- father’s youth in France and of : -

his love of French archxtec- r;at a picnic table in front of the

. two-story adobe - bulldmg that 1

,',C_alre S sheep ‘stations. It
~resembles - the ~structure at
'Scorpxon Anchorage “except |
_.this one has the year 1889 chis-
‘eled over the door.-

~ Park Service acquires the east
" end of Santa Cruz, much of the .
‘Visitation pressure: on Anaca- .’}
“pa will be removed..Currently,:
‘most people visiting the Chan-
" nel Islands National Park go
“ashore-at eastern Anacapa — -
" at the rate.of -about 100 per |
L day, 5 day visitors and 25 whor ¥
: camp overmght ‘ !

o _iiabout the same number of peo- . |
--ple: per: day v131t1ng Santa'” |
”Jw',Cruz it ’ el
- -Notes problems
< John  Gherini
; ,r,problems and. delays his fami- "]
1y faces over the sale of the
- east end of the 1sland to the
-‘federal government. - .

© said..

.»'ﬁto operate the east end of San- |
tar

~es.:Gherini’s" feelmgs that all’*
_the- hard -work he -did as ‘a-
. young boy . inside the ‘hot and;
 ‘sweaty, wool sacks was —~by,'.
comparxson—chlld’ plav :

“said. The idea: was to clean the

end property. from the west,,~

‘In the shadow of Montanon 1
the Gherinis ‘worked eight to |

~In a field: toward Smugglers f

Just above- the '100-year-old _

~ At Smugglers the hrkers sat 5

~Ehorn 'said that: when the 3

Ehorn sald ‘he env1swns":

‘noted’the

~ “The whole thirg is’ worset"
than' sackmg wool ” Ghermr.—

- And as: the famrly contmues; 1

der a cloud of uncer-.

Wednesday The dellcate eco-‘
Ioglcal balance of the |sland5' i
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