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Hillary Honser is
an author and
aritst who Hues
in Summerfand,
She hos contrib-

- uted to o book
called “Saving
the Oceans,” due
aut this fall,

By Hillary Hauser

s Dwrite thig, 180 million gatlons of
sowage is gushing into the sea
close to the San Diego shoreline
F m overy day.

Big deal, vou mipght sav, sewape always
goes into the orean. And what does this
have to do with Santa Barbara? Plenty.
-Bawntz Barbara deaws poeh from the sea

T bBeaches that lure tourists, important

university marine research projects, a

commercial Bshing fleet in the harbor,
The sewase that (s spewing into the
oeean 3180 feet off Point Loma i3 not nor-
mal I s a “coalastrophic” spill that is
being deseribed as “mueh worse than any-
one first believed.” Divers, surfers and
swimmers are being warned that i they
oo into the sea in this area they run the
risk of contracting a variety of diseases —
things like gastrointestine!  disorders,
dysentery, hepatitis and typhoid, The zea
in this area will pose a2 “health risk for
some tme to come,” officials are saving.
Normalty, the seware from Point Loma
treatment plant is deposited 2.2 miles out
fosea at a depth of 220 feet. This is effiu-
ent {rom which 75 1o 80 percent of the sol-
tds have been removed Officials don’t
know what happened. They think the
pipes may have shifted with posszible zet-
fHing of the ocean Hoor. AH this stufl is
comving out aboul 100 vards frem the
beach and people are heing warned io

stav away.

Mot jong ago [ did & “sowage roundup”
for Santa Barbara and learned that the
five sewagze plants In this area domp thelr
effluents into the Santy Barbara Channel
at the rate of about 1 million gallons a
day. Much of this comes oul within i to 2
miles from shore - that's out there a
ways - but the end of the outiall pipes
are in tess than 100 {feef of water, Unbe.
tievably, one outfall comes out in 35 feet
of water only 1.500 feel off one of pur pop-
wlar swimming beaches, What happens i
our pipes break?

MNow, the effhuent that goes into the San
ta Barbara Channel is given socondary
treatment. That mesns the solids have
heen removed and the efftuent is chlorl
nated fo kill bacteriz. {In sewage lane
guage, “primary” treatment is hasieally
raw sewage from which the solids have
been removed: “tertiary”  treatment
means the effiuent has gone through addi-
tional processing that renders it suitable
foragriculiural used

The effluent being dumped into the
Saniz Barbara Channel is supposed to be
gafe, Tt is ehlorinatod. [ some eases, the

seffiuent s also dechlorinated — a good

idea borause chlorine 15 not so het {or sea
tife, But what on earth does gl this offlu-
ent —of any kind — do to the ocean”

Mast forms of sea life oxist as plankion
in the earliest stages of life, Research at
UCER has shown that dumping things like
oil-drilling muds and sewage effiuents

can block entire generations of sea life

ffishes, clams, mussels, all the things we
eat) from even being bomn,

And even those lshes, clams and mus-
selg, ote., that do get to adull stages may
run into trouble — or, they'l run us into
trouble.

A report from the US Office of Tech-
nology Assessment (an nvestizative arm
of Congross) was issued o few vears ago
with some ainrming news: Harmful bac-
teria cocurring in human waste does not
die off quickly, as scientists had long be-
leved, Instead. it lies dormant until it
finds a suitable medbim in which to grow,

The five sewage
plants in this area
dump their effluents
into the Santa
Barbara Channel at
the rate of about 16
million gallons a day.

sueh as the stomachs of fish and shellfish,
where it returns {o its previous “{ully vip-
ulent form.”

The repart noted that with more than i
billion gallons of sewage belng dumped
each day off the California coast, the come
mereial harvesting of sesfood has already
been prohibited or partially restricted in
about one-third of California’s produciion
shellfish areas heeauwse of contamination.
There was speculation baek then that Osl
tfornia sebfood might be inedible within
three vears.

Well, we're st alive and people have
forpoften about this reporl, which was
highly trumpeted in the news at the time.
(A researcher for g DHscovery Channel
dovumentary who called me abouwt the
subject only last week was aghast when |
told him about 8

I cannot biame the commercial fisher-
men in the Santz Bavbara Harbor who
took at stwlf like this apd wonder why
their fishing practices are heing fargeted
b an angry public rather than praciices
like dumping bitlions and billions of gal-
fons of sewage into the ocean every day.

What are we doing dumping sewage
into the ocean, anvway? We are walking
on the moon, invesfigating the almos-
phere of Venus, and living in space sta-
tions. We are spending billions o oxplere
Way Over Yonder while we're fouling our
own back yards.

Giary Viskupic/LATS

sewage into the sea defies common sense

Lknow there will be an gutery from sew-
age treatment plant managers who will
say, “We're safe! We're safe!” This article
is not aimed af them, s aimed at ceo-
nomics and prioritics. s aimed at tech-
nolomy we're certaindy eapable of

i's also aimed at altitudes. There was a
saving in the 1980s and 1060s that was
supposed to be clever but which revealed
an astonishing attiiude foward the sea:
“The salution to pellution is dilutien.” In
other words, take all the waste you do not
know whal to do with and simply dump it
into the acean. 1 was thought that the sea
was capable of diluting and absorbing
vast amounts of liquid and solid waste,

As idiotic as this practice sounds — and
as ancient as this “clever” saving is — we
are condinuing to do this datly. In the
shallow waters of the shoreline, where
rich fishing industries thrive, it seems in-
conceivable that we would continue to do
this,

In all this depressing news there is one
shining light: A pHot sewage {reatment
plant in the Loy Angeles area (Fountain
Valley, to be exact) gives Hs sewage tertd
gy trestment. A friend of mine who-
works in this business in Los Angeles told
me that of this plant the solids are beiog
eompacted and shipped off for agricultue-
al use and the “gray water” is being used
for irrigation purposes.

Why are we not doing this evervwhere?

Haney, Attitude.

I eannot help but think that many of us
would not mind paying additional fees or
taxes for tertiary treatment — for the
privilege of knowing that at least what
goes down our household pipes is not
adding to the orean’s ills, The ocean is ¢a-
pable of feeding o world. Dumping our
sewage into it is like, pardon my French,
defecating on our groceries.

We can tatk all we want about ozone
hetes and rain forests, but dumping sew-
age into the sea iy something that s going
on right in our own back vards.

The solution fo pollution is to stop
doing it




