QUIET ROOMS NOISY TRAINS

SWlize rlo nd is hovenwﬁ |

' By Hillary Hauser o
News-Press Staff Writer : )

. reflects the haven that it was during

‘World - War II, when everyone ‘was.

. fighting on all sides.

"As history and literature (books llke
i “A ‘Farewell to Arms”) remmds us, "
.- pilots downed in’ enemy territory

‘walked,-swam -or crawled to freedom
through the ‘woods to Swrtzerland
Sw1tzerland is also ‘a land of choco-

- lates where train stations are wail to-‘

~ wall chocolate bars in bright wrappers

~ In fact, the chocolate bars are the' only

= colors, I can remember in the cavern-
ous, noisy .train statlon: at Zurich. The
train-remains something out of one of

those old black and white’ war movies

:where trains ‘huff, puff and whistle as
. people run to get inand out of- them.

RN & took.. that. train what- seemed:like a. -

zrllion times during the 10 weeks I was
in Swrtzerland researchmg a  book

“‘about Hannes Keller, a noted (maybe
notorious) Swiss mathematican living
‘outside Zurich who is to the underwa-
ter w0rld what Neal Armstrong 1s to '

space. -
lncrednble feal -
Keller had dived to 1, 000 feet in 1962,

usrng an exotic mixure of breathmg
-gases which allowed him to descend
.and surface rapidly It was an’ mcredi-é
ble feat, because in. 1962, such a thmg .

was completely unheard of.

Keller's dive was termed a success,

The typrcal Swiss country home is a

. curious ‘thing — the main, entry s

. Switzerland is a magical Kingdom —  USually on the basement level, just a

-a; peacful Alp- fxlled country that still Place o kick off the shoes and nang the

. coat, and the livlng room is usually on §
- _the second floor, behind a door that is } |

‘usually- kept closed

+. The spirtt of the Swiss people vartes g
between east and west, and in Zurich |
you'll find people . more_serious, in |

because he llved through it, but two

“other ‘divers’ dled in the process andj
" 'Keller had recerved wnsiderable nega-
tive publiclty - includmg ‘some: re-

marks from Jacques Cousteau, who
- said that Keller should turn his formu-?

las over ‘to- scrence However, Keller

and Dr. Albert Bullmann, a: Swiss
‘doctor ' of “lungeniuncktlon'” ‘who -
worked up the dive pogram, stood to
; makea lot of 1 money from ‘Shell Oll for -
.the formula, and s they were-‘not’ -

‘exac tly. shoutmg whal they knew from
the rooftops :

. No: ‘one was’ ‘able to repeat Keller s;
e feat for another 13 years,‘and that's

‘why a New- York publsher was, at the

time, lnterested in the guy who would ,

~try.such a thlng
Mountam vnllage

“Keller lived  in Guntershausen, as

. little mountain villag: about an hour

outsrde Zurich by tran, near Winter- .
thur,,and when you gelinto the suburbs .

~and villages of Switzeland, ‘you're in a

~world quite, differentfrom the well-‘

“worn. places most tou lsts see

In fdct, as you'move around a typical

» Sw:ss house, you close: yourself in each f
“room by shutting the door. Americans

used - to ‘glass walls: and wide. _open..

spaces 'might die of claustrophobia
" with this practice, and over here, the
* Swiss would feel overexposed —.orat g

least shake from worry about the heat- B
“ing bill. : : ‘

Spirit va‘ries“

Geneva a bit more lively

I have found this distinction in north- A
ern- and southern parts of other coun- |
tries. Typically, it 'seems ‘to me’the |
south of countries like Italy, Germany, .
Spain, France is lighter in mood, more |
~festive, where you’re apt to see people N B
t sitting out in street cafes and having a -

good time. -The ‘northern parts, by

scontrast seem mdustrial _more . se- -

rious. :
Zurlch with ltS windlng cobblestone '

streets, ‘elegant tea houses around the -
Lake of Zurich, the fondue houses and |
pubs; is a joy to behold, but still, there | -

ise a_certain restraint. Going further °

N 'east to: Wmterthur. there is even. more

: “serlousness in the air ‘and a person |
‘whistling. on a. street can be stared at

as if he’s gone over the edge

_,Lausanne ‘and Geneva -are happy |
piaces '— and -in . Geneva I .gotto |
‘r‘fpartrcrpate in what turned out to be a |’

:‘Great Watch Caper

Gold nuggets

My writing partner. ' had. brought to

Swrtzerland a bag of gold nuggets he’d |
mined. from the rivers of California’s |
‘Mother Lode, and he had this idea that
- he could convince the Rolex factory in
“Geneva to make him a gold Rolex out - |
‘of ' the. nuggets in a straight—across .

~‘swap , .

“To our surprise, Rolex could hardly e

. wait to see us. They sent a limousine to~ |
the Geneva airport, ‘which. took usto: |

“the Rolex factory, where we. were'met |

-+ by one of the directors of Rolex. Mon-«* :

sieur ‘Rene Jeanneret , :
“Now this man could only be de- ;

wscribed as a Swiss Maurice Chevalier 4
— charming, full of spirit, and he could

t hardly wait, to-accept the challenge of
,'making a gold Rolex out of a bag of
o nuggets

' See Page F-l3 Col 3 ;

ERE

Snnlu Barhara (olif Naws Press, Sundoy,

Mﬂv lt 1984
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WISS WATCH CAPER

“more simple hfe - less gold and

k Contmued from Page F—ll

le pulled’ out a 28-pound ingot of :

d gold for us to play with, telling us

\through the factory,. ‘where mounds

?gold shavings piled up underneath

4 lathes where workers tooled watch; stays,

ses; ;

.'olex fimo
At the end of the day, we all got back

o the Rolex limousine; which took us;
icross the Swrss/French border to a -
:harming bistro-cafe at the foot of an .-
Alp, where I had quenelles de brochet. i
for the: first time: Years later, Jean-
neret remembered. my - reactlon to
these little fish things and. sent me a
‘recipe for the quenelles, along with-a
‘note that he had retired - from - Rolex‘ik

-and and was now living in Paris.

Back in Zurxch ‘we: returned to a

. 1 ,
t Rolex normally made their: gold er ler book Happlly, we found that

: tl
tches out of gold bars and he took everywhere in Zurich there-were little,

£
i

Santa Burb

quenelles and  more - ‘bread — as we
contmued the research-on the Hannes

inexpensive fondue houses, full of char- ,

acter and tucked away in obscure .

places along the lake. For overnight -

there were wonderful attic

rooms in pensmn-type hotels that may

“. ~not have had baths in the rooms but -
“had big feather comforters-on lumpy
"beds, uneven floors and garret wm-'\;f
“dows overlookmg a wmdmg cobble-
-stone street below. & 4

‘These latter days in- Zurrch con-f?.‘
-vinced us once again that when it
comes to travellmg in Europe, the less

expensrve way is often the more adven- |

turous, creatxve and colorful.

‘ Informatlon A hotet gu1de is- free :
from Swiss. Natronal Tourlst Ofﬁce, 520
: Stockton St San Franc1sco 94108
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