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AUSTRALIA,as large as ’rhe U S has a

),,‘over chum punk pulls ond
";'Iokes turn _iue ovemught

By Hillary Hauser
News-Press Staff Writer

o Oh to be m Sydney — at the same txme and in the‘ N
“'same. hotel as Bette Midler, Elton John, George .
,.r:;'Benson the Kiss rock group and the huhdreds of
i ;grouples mllhng around outsxde m hopes ofa VleW of-,
" any of them. -
. To h1t Melbourne and 1ts Montecxto hke outsklrts ol
i jof Portsea in the off-season, to dive in the waters of
Gl Port - Phllhp Bay, reminiscent - of Caleorma seas?
B ,complete with kelp beds.
“To.go beyond the' edge ‘of the Great Barrler Reef*
~into the warm, deep blue world of the ‘Coral Sea for a“

look at frenzred sharks and then a week later to fly(

' to Mt. Gambier, South Australia, for-a month of
dlvmg thh lights and safety lines into deep; cold,
n 'underground caves where sheep -graze peacefullvj'
"~ overhead. - ‘ :

To pay $l500 for a bottle of Perner
Now that s a trlp.

wrth hrm and his wife, Anme to -the Coral Sea. -
.“The clear blue oceanic world of the. Coral Sea, 1s

]ust beyond the Great Barrier Reef, which is'a

e relatxveiy shallow coral shelf that fringes the north-
©o.ern QLeensland coast from Cape York to Rockhamp- -
"'[k'ton Globe-trottmg dxvers say that there is more to, :

‘The occasion of - thlS trlp to Ausnaha was an;, o be - frenzied,

. assngnment with . Natlonal Geographu, Magazme I
.-+ -1 was to explore: the sinkholes of South ‘Australia with -

- photographer . ‘David _Doubilet, ' using scuba ‘equip-
. ment and cave d1vmg gear to get back into:the.deep
S cracks “and- corners: of - the xmmensmes tunneled’
_ . beneath the sheep. pastures
.. Before we descended on Mt. Gambxer, however, -
~"David had to shoot a section on ‘sharks — - specifical- -
.y, sharks in feedmg frenzies — and for this I went

‘ ].see 'n the Corai Sea tl an on’ fdmous reef and they
- are saying right. o :, Lo
S Enormous pmndcles nsmg from deep water are' L
ventable undersea. mountains of marme life, com- =
- plete with . -wildly colored frshes RN
- “animals, enormous nudlbranchs = and crursmg'f

-sharks. Water clarrty is’ supreme o oL
With . us on ‘a dive :boat _that’ operates out of‘ Lo
--Yeppoon a’ tmy coastal town just north: of Rock-, e
hampton — Wally Mueller's 80 ft. Coralita — were '’ . o

. ,’Ron and. Valene Taylor, shark stars of: Austraha £
" The Taylors were ‘out to test their revolutlonaryﬁ
‘“new: shark-proof suit made of. a - metallic mesh

‘resembling the cham mail of ancient-knights. They :-
.were" makmg a documentary on" how -this: ‘suit
- ‘worked. Which® meant Valerie -was-to put on her,
~chain mail~and swim into’ the mlddle of hordes of =

- snapping, frenzled sharks and get them to’ bnte her), e
__for Ron’s camera. : e

exottc shelled;,:

Davxd s sharks for his Geographlc assrgnment had" ‘

mountains of fish guts — chum or “burley," as the'ﬁ
Au:.trdhans sav ' o el

First’ stop, Manon Reef and the GldS plnnat 1es,

i where underwater segments’ for “The Deep” ‘were

fﬂmed On my fifst dive; 1 dropped to-120 feet and

Ywas et by a big barracuda then .a'school of about

seven sharks (all gray reef. sharks whxch thej:

'Austrahans call whalers). ‘The area was absolutely.; B
. breathtakmg, with canyons gulhes and patches of
- white sand We could see our shadows as we swam -
»-;along o SRR
- . Next- stop, Actwn Pomt where I saw. my fxrst'
Vshark frenzy Like curious dogs they circled us, -
ﬂ‘tlghter and. tlghter as they ‘became more mterested :

See Page D-17 Col l

¥

too,.so in: Yeppoon ‘we - loaded



~in the flSh offermgs held out-fo- them ‘Then: fmally '

Ah Sydney, crty of hllls
Lond water, flsh of erplcol
a,r{ihue foshlon ond punk rock

Continued from Page D 16

 they would attack,” v1bratmg and shakmo as they

. so successfully stirred her group of sharks into a

. chewed and chomped

After.orie dive there, 1 dlscovered that Valerie had

frenzy that one had: bltten her in- the ‘chin. There
. were two holes in her ]aw where the tlps of shark

& stayed ‘with a friend in the outsku ts of the city in an-
”, -elegant area-called Toorak, known for -big homes,
“unique bouthues and’ mternatlonal restaurants and :
& cafes. B :
Melbourne ttself is a busmess c1ty, wtth a big,:

- teeth had broken off

‘She was a‘little: sore she sald but happy because :

" the filming went well.

After two weeks’ of- sharks the Doubxlets and [t

flew from- Rockhampton back fo Melbourne We

" modern downtown area- of office bu1ld1ngs and

“industrial -complexes: not. exactly exc1tmg for tour-.-

- Ists, -and_ the unique- boutiques of Toorak: were

“curiously filled with styles that. ‘Americans might

“consider’ passe ‘Pastels and" polyesters dommated

and punk was the overall flavor of everything. -

Australia, refreshmgly, is a bit behind the times in "

‘, some .ways (the women s liberation movement was

- just: gathermg steam when I was there) yet it is_-
= oddly modern. in other areéas. Take the punk busi-- -

e - ness: The ‘young crowd of Australia was going wild in

antlctpatlon of-the expected arrlval of the szs rock.;

group within weeks.

From Melbourne we flew to Mt Gambler. a town !

named for the volcano- tounst spot because of .its

: »,l cated on ‘a prl\latelv owned sheep stauon I ‘was

: center, famed Blue Lake .. The lake’ mysterlously
turns bnlhantly blue in late October or November, B

: and so,- locals” say, does their bath water Tourlsts'
parttcularly like . to watch the. water turn” from ai

oise to- deep blue overmght

he entlre area of South Australta is a b1t lrke,'
Swrss cheese, nddled with' hmestone caverns under-,f
. neath pastoral grazmg lands, many now flooded. For -
~our assxgnment the Doubilets and I dived these
flooded caverns for more than a month, . -
“Particularly Piccaninnie Ponds. "Plcs, as the
locals called ‘the - place looks. like any. old marsh -
_swamp, and at first I couldn’t believe we were going
-to.dive in it. But when. we, .Swam .across the. first

algae—ftlled pond and through a neat. row ‘of reedy
~plants that, frtnged a shelf at the far edge the bottom

suddenlyf ropped away. -and: .there.

The fresh ‘water was S0, transparent it felt like bemg
suspended over the Grand Canyon without a net,

Durmg the” weeks we explored the ponds, I ex-
plored holes- that tunneled underneath pme forests
/water fllled caves that opened up between two lands

aft. That one has an opening the size of a manhole -,

“cover. but, underground is as big as the Los Angeles
Coliséur
ﬁrf'terexplormg one ‘enormotus -inderground ‘cave

e,ough Durmg the night’ of ‘American-Australian

news crrculat

Lad.” Even though Iama girl and the horse is'a boy,
I couidn’t have been ‘more pleased if - the Statue of

leerty had been renamed in my honor

-Back in Melbourne 1 was met by some of the cave

: dlvers who had taken me under, the sheep pastures of

‘

‘- that water the u

: Wreck of the Eliza Rdmsden, a 100-year-old schoone :
 that lay in 50-60 ft. *f water. And I was' momentarily

r aly The bay waters’’ were like
t‘le choppy, cold and -green, wtth, ‘
kelp beds: of thé‘kmd we might see around the -
‘pt ‘suddenly a bright fish would .
swim by.. Troptcal 'flsh ‘An Australian- leatherjacket
-.Or a deep blue d Y,lflsh Thad half expected to seein -
§l.! lCabforma,sheephead and when,;

i Mt Gambter They drove me to Portsea and Sorren-

to, resort communities on the tip of a pemnsula that it, and on the last lap I fmlshed it off before drtftmgr"

. ,back to sleep
“‘Here, T ; was ensconced : in “the marvelous old,i

Contmental Hotel —ina room that: featured ‘a bare B

forms the mouth of Port Phllllp Bay

our own eramart each
1 drved several'[spots ‘i

~struck by an an
Callforma ~a:l

Channel Isl ands.

l” 'y

. other place on earth, a place I have often thought T

~k;‘alrport and. we tmmedlately -drove .to" Clovelly
‘»Beach, where Sydneyites learn to scuba dive. ‘Here .

-hotel located at the edge ofa shoppmg sectron of e
“city called Klng s Cross. -~

.lobby was a socmloglcal study in grouptes — ma1nly

- as fast as’ the beer —“that the :

newbor n-had been named ““Hillar y, Santa Barbara o insisting that I have a little of the Beef Wellington he

had put before me. I think they would have hand- fed—yf?'

. me, they were S0 eager to please X
.. When I asked for a Perrier water, two of them g
“ brought it with white. towels over their arms, one -
- with the glass, the other with the water. By the time -
. we-landed in Honolulu I had managed to drink half of -

-ed to becommlssroned in E
January 1984 - '

I surfaced, the lee of Santa Cruz Island :
"~ Ah, Sydney, a city of hills and water. It remmds a‘,
“lot of people of San Francisco, but for me it is like no

could move to in a ‘minute,
When:1 arrived, an old’ frlend plcked me up at the

we free-dived and my friend, with his bare hands,
took a half dozen abalone for dinner.

- On this,”my" second trip. to- Sydney, ‘I chose ‘to
locate myself in the Sebal Townhouse, a marvelous

A bfg surprise: Staymg in the hotel at the sam
time were Elton-John, Bette Mrdler George Bens
and the entire Kiss rock group. As I checked in,’ the

teen -aged glrls dressed ‘in wild’ outfits.

All the fans were dying for a look at anybody, 'and :
_one autograph-seeker approached me. When I'asked :
her who she thought I was she sald rt dldn t matter .

just srgn

Sydney isa cnty for the mght ng s Cross comes

alive after dark and the rock scene is .very big
Amerrcan groups creatmg a bxgger splash there tha
here.

Another big busmess of the .city is modelmg, and:“

one afternoon I went to the fashionable Paddington :

area to visit -Chadwicks, the blggest agency around.

Wlth me. was a former wrlter for. Soldier of Fortune :

Magazme who was now. modelmg men’s clothes and
‘making a klllmg in: this ‘land : down under But: it -

: seemed as if everywhere 1 went in Sydney, men and.,
. _women_ were talking ahout- someone they knew g
makmg the cover — or centerfold — of Playboy,i

Vogue etc. -

Highlights: A lunch in the great outdoor cafe of"
the Sydney Botanical gardens a tour of the opera -
house with its. enormotus whlte-satled roof ‘aboat

ride. through the mland waterways of . Chermovne

ﬁwhere homes are castles, and a train ride- to.

Rosevrlle East, on the. outskirts of Sydney, to visit

_the: Taylors and _preview the shark—frenzy photo-'
»graphs taken earher S :
"On my last day in. Sydney. a Sunday, my frlend
took -me. to .the -Gap, . where we. .sat _on the chff,»,'{,

overlookmg ‘the. poundmg sea, walked down a hill
past topless swrmmers ina calm bay, and. drove to

wewe " Bondi Beach: for" an afterncon jam-session at a
suspendedfover an enormous flooded crack” ‘in ‘the
_earth — 100 feet: ‘deep, 150 feet long and 29 feet wide." -

wonderfully sleazy old hotel called the Astra
- The music, by a popular Sydney group “called the

Sherbs was deafenmg 60s stuff ‘and leather-]acket-‘
ed men danced ‘with tattooed women sportmg butch-
‘ ered, punk harrcuts

Then they loaded me onto the plane for home Now«

. flymg ‘Qantas first class is something -out of this .
// of highway and, finally, an enormous hole called The. - world, and on a 13-hour flight from Sydney. to Los .
Sh Angeles you can eat fantastlcally well and: sleep all:

i you want, as if you were home in your own bed. ,f(AtV '

he;nme of ‘my trip_ Nauonal Geographtc s
was fifst class for- any jaunt over 800 ‘miles.y

“But there was' somethmg ‘about that Sunday i

~When I think back on my fxrst class trlp to and

- lightbulb hangmg from the cethng, a couple of holesf*from Australxa 1 hke to doa llttle math

in theé lime green wall, a‘bath down the hall and"
~dis¢g ‘blare through the ‘floorboards from -below.
 Portsea and Sorrento\are" ummer: havens for the -
V' wealthy of Melbourne,’ nd-’homes alternate between

. The fare drfference between flrst class and coach

-was. then approxrmately $3, 000 — or $1 500 each way.

Now that was .an expensive. bottle of water

dancmg thh leather-;acketeo men

a xﬂe

‘Savings” - sponsored by
* the Caribbean Tourist As-
. sociation hegms m mld-i

‘tion’s 25 member coun-
.tries are’ lowermg rates -
“an average of 30 to 55°
-percent for. the season
which lasts through the;
:fall. ‘Cruises are often 20"

* madras, gift bag conta

'Vmcent June 27- July 6
: 'Grenada, Aug. 9-10..

-~ Dutch sovereign fetes
- Aruba; Bonatre and Cura~

expenswe memory of a‘last day i in Austraha peopled

* with the Sherbs and. -tattoed, punk—halred VﬁPuerto tho May 28-

Idonds
spnng

mg a sprmg sale. L
The ‘‘Season. of Sweet

April. . .
Hotels in_ the assocra-‘

percent cheaper. And av-

~erage temperature is up.
“only five degrees.

Vlsnors will’ be'plled‘
with a: varlety of “free- .
btes" . called

sweeteners e Exam-t'
ples: A’ free nlght for
“each” weelc ofpald mghts,'

Boardmg in Sydney, I found I was the only. person';’i plus a bottle of, rum; a

c - in that upstairs lounge above the circular staircas
-l ampagne an mv1tatlon I CO"ld"t accept fast " of the:747, and the thoughtful' stewards could bardly'
5 walt to wait-on me, their only passenger. i

comraderte a mare foaled wrthout fanfare, but the -
- Sydney, -that made me fall asleep before the plane

~left the. ground I"vaguely remember: .one: steward .-
" equipment 'use, no rum.

There’ll be no. more '
‘,waltmg for golf course’
“and . ‘tennis courts, thef
CTA insists. - -

ng. perfume rum sam— c
. plers- and souvemrs ai;v
/ basket of spices, recipe -
book and rum;_a free:

R

half—day of snorkel

-Great dates:’

lands, - Apnl 18-24; 'St.”

cao Aprll 30.

Regatta, Turks and %
'Carcos Islands, May 24.

.Pablo Casals festtval

J une 12

NEW YORK (UPI) ' ‘
Hoiland Amertca Cru- ¥
ises’ .new -$135 - mrlhon, .
luxury liner  has been §
named the Noordam The ;
32,000-ton -ship. is. expect-

" LA, 1o SALT LAKE on»

TR 2. BIPIIRIIEMAIEE -

L4 10 PHOENIX .. woy . .. Ci N
S.B. to SAN FRANCISCO wnhnd truvel ane way L. 844

The Carlbbean s hav- :

Carmval Vlrgm Is-

i TR VMU PRSI GERIPRSET DS
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