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ter about her, 1

- Boy, did- that" brmg back some

memories—for me 100 years ago in

a Winnebago: .

Many of the women m the Chrl-“

) vdHelp audlence ‘could remember‘# :;Home to mother

-~ of -Hollywood,
s mother, ‘but she had ‘no- “desire to.
return to- the stage She knew she

fm*ar: career ofii

* route. It'seems to me that the only :
-7 time we can be happy is when we're

_ doing the will of God, and to let our
\June Haver MacMurray was in : '

town ‘the other day; speaking at a:-
‘meetmg of : ‘ChildHelp’s - J1ocal chap-
ife. as an actress

light shine is to serve people.”
.She wanted to serve chlldren m a

: teachmg capacity, she'said.
In the convent, however, she be-
gan to suffer r_mgrax_ne,headaches A
- and “‘couldn’t function.”
the long, arduous — and scandalous.
.. — process of leavmg the convent, -
. getting permission from a cardinal -
- and’the Pope to do'so.

At 27, she-was back in’ the world
hvmg .with ~her

S wanted to. contmue in some manner

: Her marrnage she sar
mlracle

Wmnebago

1mposs:ble tangles and yarns of that

~ hobby as we talked.(I was in Flori-
_da to help out on the picture, and

‘was also doing a lot of underwater

sharks ‘and- I told her so)

L Junes joy. , :

‘ June s husband ‘was: starrmg in‘a

w televrslon movie called ‘‘Beyond the _
Bermuda Trrangle

and it was a
cmematxc combmatlon of electro-
magnetlc “clouds,”

dizziness-and-: dlsappearmg So ma-

_ ny people vanished in'the story that

one had to suspect it was all a

of the action on-the set wrthout

) gettmg dizzy ‘myself.

. Inside the Wrnnebago June creat—

: ed a different world in talking about,

her life. Her highly successful ca-

- reer had begun at age 10, with a

radio program-in- ‘Rock Island T,

~ she said, and by the time she was
16, she had signed with 20th Century
- Fox for a series of 14°or.15 highly. -~
- stceessful musxcals (“‘weall pretty -

much kept- our; clothes’ on”)

Traglc turn. :

£ But she felt- that her hfe re-
mamed unfulfilled.

- At 23, she was engaged to be
marrned (to 'a ‘‘young, gorgeous
dentist,” age 34), and the two of

"~ them planned to live ‘in Jackson -
‘Hole;: Wyo ‘Buty in a tragxc turn of:- B
- events, “her” fiance” was® crltlcallyfn' knotvn I{}?fal but en_d up wrth some:

mjured in a car accxdent

‘in -~ the “local waters.
- Needlepoint, for me, was more dan-. -
~ gerous than swimming around Wlthr

“spinning ~ com-
_passes, people fallmg .down* w1th

o lild " plot to avoid -
- paying actors’ for’overtxme and T
* found myself unable to watch a lot

-said,’
“convent;

’jf‘to "help humanity,. but she wasn’t
.,4'exactly sure what she was going to
"do and- was “'kind . of depressed '
- about llfe

- ‘About- two months after she had

M rernembared: Junes mlracle returned home, John Wayne invited

- stoiy, becaunse shie had told it to'me
10 years ago as we sat for hours in"
-Fred - MacMurray ]
-dressing‘room -on:a -movie location,
" in Florida. She had bought a be-
ginner’s needlepomt kit for me, and
s patlentlv tried to teach me -the

_her to a costume party, but she
_didn’t ‘want to. go.. Her mother,
- however, encouraged her to:go.

At the party, she met Fred Mac-
Murray, whose wxfe had recentlv
died.

A little in love ~
She told the ChxldHelp group that

" she ‘had been ‘‘a little bit in love”

‘with MacMurray' 10 years :before,

“when they had worked together on
the fllm, “Where We Go From i

Here.”
“On the set, he kept gomg to the
telephone to-call his wife,” June

said. “‘I told my mother, 'That’s the
man I would marry, but he’s taken.” " -
Now, 10 years later, he sat down,:
“held my hand, it was a miracle. We_
~went out New' Year’s Eve, andwere‘
" married six months’later.” 5
" When she had told me the story 10°
_years before Jin the ‘Winnebago -
‘dressing room, she had’paused at
this- point?inuher'rst_ory and looked :
~me in the eye. ‘‘You know,”’
“if 1 had not gone mto ‘the
my marriage to Fred

would not have worked. It allowed

_ me to give up the need to act, which
* in a sense was only a search for my "

identity. The convent allowed me to
simply be his wife, and that ‘is why
we are still together.” u

‘Together, June and Fred Mac- -
Murray were the most lovmg couple .
*Thad ever Seen: "Hé would come into -

their . private.. .Winnebago. . world,

-hand ‘her his ‘props; .costumes’ or
. whatever, kiss her, and they would
“.sit’and talk. And they held hands.
. They really ‘enjoyed each other af-

ter many years. of marriage, and it

was a delight to see. As I observed-

the unusualness of these people, I

realized that our experiences in life

could.be hkened to a medival alche-
my — you may start out with a

X ot

: Staying. by his side in the hospltal o

where he spent his last days; June" :
‘began to pour out her grief to: the
Catholic sisters, who in turn'talked

o her about things not of. tlus earth -

Taking the veil

heart was notin it. She was thmkmg
about the things she-had learned
from the sisters, and the-issues: of

- life became more important to'her

than the issues of Hollywood.
7 So, June Haver abruptly left her

' fllm career. She sold everythmg she
owned, donated the money to chari- -
ty, church ‘and.friends, entered a -
convent in Kansas whlle her agents
and producers' entered a state of

' shock

~In the convent she found a peace

. of mmd she had never known before e

in her life, she sald

Mlght have cracked PR
+ It is very difficult to stay con-

in a very disconnected. -

world,”” she told her Santa Barbara

nected

audlence “If it hadn’t been for my

faith in God, I might have cracked
up, or gone. the alcohol and drug_

" After his death, she returned to, ;
: ’,-actmg, smgmg and dancmg, but her

She began

she -

News-Press pho!o by BOB PONCE :

A hfe rangmg from. stardom to convent to marrrage and ‘
motherhood was recounted by June Haver MacMurray at a .
meetmg of the_‘local ChlldHelp chapter.,. o : RS

: thmg entlrely dlfferent T .
(Similarly, had always felt that(, ‘
“ knowing June’ ‘Haver - for that one,

prlceless moment in time was pure
gold = even’ though “Beyond " the

Bermuda ‘Triangle,”” when it finally
“aired, remained pot metal. :

Youfhful brilliance
- Now, 10 years later as I hstened

~ to June talk at the ChildHelp meet-
~ing, I was: struck ‘with the youthful
. brilliance of her face. I will even
~ confess that T had requested a pho-
tographer to come and shoot. a pic- -
“ture 'of her as she addressed the .
meeting, because I had thought the " |
. photograph given to me by Chil- :
‘dHelp. was'not a current one. ;

It was a current one.— life has

not put a line on June Haver s face |
“in 10 years. R
She told the ChlldHelp group that

she was now a great-grandmother,

by one of her husband’s children,
and that -brought a round of ap- -
plause. She also introduced her own
~ daughter, Katy, 28, to descrrbmg
" her as another “mlracle RS

2“1 had: had female problems a
hysterectomy, " she told /her audl-' ;
~ence. ‘‘After Fred -and I 'were-mar-
~ ried; T told him T’ wanted to adopt a
b baby He saxd Idon’tknow...I'm"
} “See Page G- 3 Col l
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